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COUNTY NEWS AND EVENTS

4-H Yearly Enroliment — Now Open!
2025 - 2026 deadlines are as follows:

*  January 1 - Returning Member Re-enroliment deadline

e June 1 - New Member deadline
% 4- I—I Paper accommodations available upon request to the Berrien County MSU Extension
H Office at 269-927-5674 or can be found online at:
O n l l n e https://www.canr.msu.edu/berrien/berrien_county_4_h/enrollment
a-nenroLLmenT s event reaisTrarion—— Enroliment forms must be on file by the deadline dates listed above to be eligible for
project complete, awards, scholarships, etc.

S B Show your 4-H pride wherever you go!
Drive for 4-H mm!

Did you know you can make a difference for 4-H every time you hit the road? By

Buy a Michigan 4-H license Voo purchasing the Michigan 4-H specialty license plate, you're not only showing your 4-H
plate and support 4-H youth!

spirit—you’re helping fund programs that empower young people across the state. A
et . portion of each plate sale and renewal benefits Michigan 4-H, supporting hands-on
urchase yours a

the Michigan P learning experiences that help Michigan youth become beyond ready for the future.
Secretary of State! .

Whether you're a current member, alumni, volunteer, or simply a proud supporter, this
Leammore: “mmm| IS an easy way to give back and keep 4-H growing strong. Ordering is simple through
the Michigan Secretary of State.

The Berrien County 4-H Horse Leaders Association held their annual election
officers at the August meeting. Officers were inducted and will transition into their
roles starting at the October meeting. Each officer will serve a one-year term. The
Berrien County 4-H Horse Leaders Association is open to 4-H Horse and Pony
project leaders. Meetings are held on the 1st Tuesday of the month at 7:00 p.m.
EST at the Berrien County Youth Fair — Youth Memorial Building.

Take time to congratulate these individuals on their new appointments.

President Vice President
Chrissy Bradford Tami Gear

High Spirits 4-H Club Tumbleweeds 4-H Club
Treasurer Secretary
Suzette Hendershott Lisa Flemming
On the Rail 4-H Club Outsiders 4-H Club
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COUNTY NEWS AND EVENTS

4-H Countywide Projects & Kits to Go!

Registration is now open for countywide projects and project exploration kits. Pre-registration is required, and workshops
are limited on a first come, first serve basis until full regardless of participation via self paced or in-person. All supplies are
included unless noted during the registration process. Club Leaders may request Kit to Go's for their membership by
directly contacting the Berrien County MSU Extension office at 269-927-5674.

4-H Kit to Go! - Paper Quilling

+ Date: Registration is set to open on September 20, 2026

» Who: Open to youth ages 5 — 19 years as of January 1, 2026, as well as 4-H Clubs
* Register online through 4-H Online using the QR code

Limited number of kits available on first come, first serve basis until gone.

Upcoming Countywide Projects:

+ September — Project Area: Terrariums
 January - Project Area: Recycled Arts & Crafts
» February — Project Area: Sculpting with Clay

4-H Curriculum Order for Members, Leaders & Clubs

Taking new projects! Need a Member Record Book? Leveling Up in your project? Need a
new project book? Don’t waste time, reach out to your local 4-H Project Leader on what
resource books you need as we look towards kicking off the new 4-H year! This year’s
countywide curriculum order is scheduled to be placed on January 5, 2027.

Club Coordinator & Project Leaders can submit their requests for member & leader
resources by contacting the Berrien County MSU Extension Office. When requesting,
please include Club Name, Resource Name (s), & # needed.

State 4-H Scholarships Available

Outstanding Michigan 4- H members who are involved at county, regional, state, national
or international levels are eligible to apply for Michigan 4-H scholarships to help fund their
college experience. Several scholarship opportunities exist, ranging in value from $500 to
$2,500.

All applications are due by November 1. Learn more and access applications materials at:

https:// www.canr.msu.edu/4_ h_scholarships_and_r ecognition_program/4_
h_scholarships
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COUNTY NEWS AND EVENTS

Fall into 4-H at Jollay Orchards

Berrien County 4-H Families and Leaders are invited to join us for a day of family friendly activities. Activities include U-Pick Apples, Haunted
House Hayrides, Corn Maze, Craft Projects, Cider & Donuts AND MORE!!

WHO: Berrien County 4-H Families, Leaders & Members
WHEN: Sunday, October 11, 2026
WHERE: Jollay Orchards 1850 Friday Rd, Coloma, MI 49038

TIME: 2:00 PM - 5:00 PM EST

COST: Free

REGISTRATION: Registration is open and set to close on October 1, 2026. Register online at: https://pears.io/events/msuext/4666/
or by contacting the Berrien County MSU Extension office at 269-927-5674.

National 4-H Week: October 4-10

For more than 115 years, 4-H has inspired families, shaped careers, and impacted communities. From October 4-10, we will
celebrate the impact of 4-H during National 4-H Week. The theme of this year’s National 4-H Week is “Beyond Ready.” This

theme celebrates how 4-H is building a ready generation in a world of change, equipping youth with skills for the future while
meeting them where they are today.

Join with 4-H'ers around the country in activating on two important initiatives:

Monday, October 5: Go Green!

On Monday of National 4-H Week, Go GREEN and show your 4-H spirit! Wear a green hat, clothing, face paint— anything green
goes. Let’s paint the nation GREEN in support of 4-H! Share your ‘Go Green’ moment on social and tag National 4-H, Michigan
4-H program, and use: #4HBeyondReady #National4HWeek.

Thursday, October 8: Thankful Thursday

On Thursday of National 4-H Week, help us shine a light on all the mentors, educators and volunteers who are making positive
impact on you people’s lives in 4-H. Share who you're thankful for and celebrate how they are making a difference on Thursday,

October 8! Share your “Thankful’ story on social, tag others in your 4-H community, tag National 4-H and use: #4HBeyondReady
#National4HWeek.

Learn more about more ways you can celebrate during National 4-H Week at www.canr.msu.edu/events/national-4-h-week.

4-H Equine Educational Award

The Berrien County 4-H Horse Leaders Association awards an educational scholarship to a member of the 4-H Horse and
Pony project area. This scholarship was created to encourage active participation in the Berrien County 4-H Equine Project.
Horse ownership and/or an equine-related Major/Minor are not a requirement for eligibility. This year’s recipient received a
scholarship in the amount of $250.00. Recipient was as follows:

Brayden L. — We Can Ride 4-H Club
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COUNTY NEWS AND EVENTS

Wild Spartans returns!

Starting in October, the Wild Spartans Series is back! Join 4-H staff as they take a look into
life working with fisheries and wildlife! Follow along to climb through bogs, peer into bear
dens, mist net songbirds, snorkel for fish, or perhaps even tag deer. Meet natural resources
professionals, learn about their field work, and the education and career path they've

followed to get there.\ WILDEEARTANS

Monthly sessions will be held on the second Tuesday of the month at 6:30 p.m. EST. Each
30-minute session will feature 1-2 guest speakers. Youth will be encouraged to ask
questions to learn more through a live Q&A with scientists. This free virtual series is open to

MICHIGAN STATE

UNIVERSITY

Extension

4-H and non-4-H youth ages 12-19 years. Pre-registration required:
www.canr.msu.edu/environmental outdoor_education/wild-spartans-series.

4-H Versatility Scholarship Event Results

The Berrien County 4-H program hosted its annual 4-H Versatility Scholarship Event on Sunday, August 16, 2026, at the
Berrien County Youth Fair in Berrien Springs, MI. The 4-H Versatility Scholarship event is designed to identify and recognize
the most versatile 4-H teen member and horse duo in the Berrien County 4-H Horse and Pony project. An educational
scholarship was awarded to the Champion and Reserve Champion in the amounts of $500.00 and $250.00, respectively.
Placing ribbons are awarded to the top ten placing participants as well.

This year’s 2026 4-H Versatility Scholarship Event results are as follows:
Grand Champion: Ella S. - Tumbleweeds 4-H Club

Reserve Grand Champion: Brody L. — Tumbleweeds 4-H Club
3rd Place: Emeliah T. — Double Bridle 4-H Club

4th Place: Delaney C. — High Spirits 4-H Club Selected by their fellow exhibitors is the

5th Place: Amelia B. — High Spirits 4-H Club Sportsmanship Award. This year’s 4-H Versatility
6th Place: Lylah B. — River Valley Wranglers 4-H Club Sportsmanship Award goes to Lyla B. of the River
7t Place: Avery M. — River Valley Wranglers 4-H Club Valley Wranglers 4-H Club.

8t Place: Abigail D. — High Spirits 4-H Club
9t Place: Ella M. — River Valley Wranglers 4-H Club

MICHIGAN STATE .
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COUNTY NEWS AND EVENTS

4-H Recognition — Awards & Nominations

As the 4-H year comes to an end, now is the time to start thinking about recognizing club members and leaders for their
amazing accomplishments throughout the 2025 — 2026 4-H year.

The newly updated 2026 Berrien County 4-H Recognition Handbook has been sent out to Club Coordinators/ Administrative
Leaders. Awards and nominations forms can be submitted for the following awards:

* Qutstanding 4-H’er — Nomination submitted by member
 Qutstanding 4-H Leader — Nomination submitted by member and leaders
* Achievement Award — Nomination submitted by member

* County Medal Award — Nomination submitted by member

* Club/Group Award — Nomination submitted by club officer team
* MI Dog Patch — Nomination submitted by leader

* Citizenship Award — Nomination submitted by leader

« Officer Pins — Nomination submitted by leader

» Teen Leader Pin — Nomination submitted by leader

+ Senior Cords — Nomination submitted by leader

* Member Years — Nomination submitted by leader

* Cloverbud Completion — Nomination submitted by leader

* 18tYear Member — Nomination submitted by leader

* And More!

Applications and nomination forms can be found at:

* Online at: https://www.canr.msu.edu/berrien/berrien_county 4 h/scholarships-awards/awards
* Hard copies can be requested by contacting the Berrien County MSU Extension office at 269-927-5674.

Forms, Record Books, and applications can be submitted by the following methods:

* Dropping off at the Berrien County MSU Extension office in Benton Harbor, MI
* Mailing forms to the Berrien County MSU Extension office in Benton Harbor, MI
+ Emailing Kelly Stelter, 4-H Program Coordinator at grandtke@msu.edu

Youth must be registered in 4-H Online throughout the 2025 — 2026 4-H program year and prior to August 31, 2026 to be
eligible. Youth must be registered in 4-H in the project area to be eligible. Awards will be handed out through club and/or county
level recognition depending on award area.

Please note, nomination forms and applications are due back to the Berrien County MSU Extension office no later than
September 7. No late submissions will be accepted. Applications and nominations must be received in complete form or will
not be judged.

For questions about Recognition please reach out to the Berrien County MSU Extension office at 269-927-5674.
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COUNTY NEWS AND EVENTS

Leaders Council Elections

The 4-H Leaders Council is currently seeking names of teens and adult leaders who would be interested
in serving on the Council. Adult leaders serve a term of 2 years, while teen leaders serve a 2-year term.
d l’ ‘ Leaders Council serves as Board of Directors of the Berrien County 4-H Leaders Association, Inc. It also
: serves as the advisory counsel to the 4-H Program Coordinator and Program Instructor. The Leaders
' Council meets on the fourth Monday at 7:00 PM.

Each candidate is asked to submit a 100-word bio to be included with the election mailing. Due to the term
_ — policy update in April of 2026, seats will be filled in a rotation of 6 seats every two (2) years. For the
———=__upcoming elections available seats include:

* Teen Leader — 1 seat — 2-year term ending in 2028
* Adult Leader-5 seats — 2-year term ending in 2028

Adults Leaders running for Leaders Council must be approved gold level volunteers. Please send interest
to the Berrien County MSU Extension office. Submission are due no later than September 22, 2026.

Club End of the Year Forms

This is a friendly reminder that the deadline to submit Annual Financial Report and end of the year forms is
October 1.

Forms can be mailed to 1737 Hillandale Road, Benton Harbor, Ml 49022, dropped off at the after hours
drop mailbox out front or faxed to 269-944-4128.

Forms that need to be submitted include:

+ Annual Financial Report
+ Civil Rights Statement

+ Club Profile

* Inventory Record.

Forms can be found online at: https:// www.canr.msu.edu/ berrien/berrien_county_4_h/ leader-resources/

Michigan 4-H Animal Science Sportsperson of the Year?

Can you think of someone who displayed extraordinary sportsmanship at a recent 4-H animal science
program? Perhaps at a club meeting, clinic, or the county fair? Nominate them for the 2026 Michigan 4-H
% % % % % % % % % Animal Science Sportsperson of the Year Award! This annual award recognizes one youth member and one
Y adult 4-H leader who exemplify the definition of sportsmanship and have gone above and beyond to lend a
helping hand to those around them during animal science programs. Nominations are due October 15.

You can find full details, including the nomination form, at:
www.canr.msu.edu/resources/competitive_event_resources.

MICHIGAN STATE | Fyvtansion
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COUNTY NEWS AND EVENTS

Volunteers - Clover Years of Service

Congratulations to our leaders for reaching their 5-, 10-, 15-, 25-, and 30-year milestones of service during the 2025 — 2026 &
upcoming 2026 — 2027 program year! Each will receive a certificate and corresponding years of service pin during the Leader
Recognition program which is scheduled for the Berrien County 4-H Leaders Association Annual Meeting on April 26, 2027.

5 Years

* Beth Ferry — Episodic

 Doug Narregan — We Can Ride

« Janet Cooper - Best Friends

* Robin Spletzer - Best Friends

+ Joseph Taylor - SPIN Clubs

* Wilma Scharnowske - We Can Ride
* Brandy Culverhouse - Four Flags
 Shelby Pruett - Four Flags

* Melissa Richards - Four Flags

* Megan Doolen - Episodic

« Schyler Pellett - Blue Ribbon Bandits

10 Year

+ Karey Sebasty — We Can Ride / Galien Chanters
* Allison Benard — River Valley Wranglers

+ Jean Whitney — Double Bridle

* Dean Whitney — Double Bridle

+ Chrissy Bradford — High Spirits

+ Kaitlynn Miller - River Valley Wranglers

+ Jennifer Narregan - We Can Ride

+ Chelsey Sobralski-Cole - Blue Ribbon Bandits
* Randy Schmaltz - TOP

* Mary Jo Canaday - Best Friends

» Colene Rose - Episodic

* Heather Kaler - South Lakers

2026 Volunteer Retirement
* Brian Troxell - Tractor Operator Program

Berrien County 4-H Alumni Scholarship

15 Year

+ Janice Gruss — Countrysiders

+ Colleen Melendy — Best Friends
* Michelle Crean - Best Friends

+ Pat Crean — Best Friends

+ Brenda Kniebes - Four Flags

* Betsy McCray - Double Bridle

+ Tim Baker - Blue Ribbon Bandits

20 Year
» Diane Schultz - We Can Ride

25 Year

* Gail Freehling — River Valley Wranglers
* Lisa Rossman - River Valley Wranglers
+ Julie Holtsclaw — Straight Shooters

* Mary Tumbleson — Rainbow Tracks

+ Barba Schuck — Best Friends
 Shelley Zeiger - River Valley Wranglers
+ Paula Faulkner - Blue Ribbon Bandits

30 Year

* Vicki Williams — Best Friends & Town and Country Paws &
Pals

* Heidi Krueger — Galien Chanters

50 Year
* Roxy Cochran — Episodic
* Rosie Flanagan — Galien Chanters

The Berrien County 4-H Alumni Scholarship is awarded annually to a Berrien County 4-H alumni(s) who has completed 5 years
of membership including their senior year of high school, maintained a GPA of at least a 2.8 or higher, interviewed with the
selection committee and submitted 3 letters of recommendation. Recipient received a $1,000.00 scholarship towards their

continuing education. Recipients are as follows:

Brooke S. — Galien Chanters 4-H Club

MICHIGAN STATE | Fyvtansion
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STATE NEWS AND EVENTS

Michigan 4-H alumni & supporters invited to get connected by the clover!

As a valuable member of the Michigan 4-H community, you already know the importance Jan .
of the 4-H connection. We invite those age 18 and older to take that 4-H connection one M |Ch|ga n
step further by joining a new statewide community of 4-H supporters: Michigan 4-H -

Alumni & Friends. Alu mni &
The Michigan 4-H Alumni & Friends database will connect 4-H families, alumni, Frie nds
volunteers, supporters and others across Michigan with one another — connecting them P ———
by the clover! We hope you will take a few moments to sign-up for this free community Strengthen communities.
and grow your Connection_ Get connected by the clover today!
Join for free at:
As a member of Michigan 4-H Alumni & Friends, you will receive information about extension.msu.edu/Michigan4HA&F.
opportunities to support 4-H youth and programs; 4-H programming and participants; MICHIGAN STAE | Extension

UNIVERSITY

upcoming events for the Michigan 4-H Alumni & Friends community and more!.

Michigan 4-H Alumni & Friends is open to anyone age 18+ who cares about Michigan 4-H: 4-H parents, staff members, volunteers,
grandparents, supporters, partner organization representatives, donors and more. Learn more about Michigan 4-H Alumni & Friends
and find the link to join by visiting extension.msu.edu/Michigan4HA&F.

Going home: Biosecurity tips for animals that travel off the farm

Adapted from:

Animals that are exhibited at the county fair, jackpot shows, and other exhibitions are likely near and dear to their exhibitor’s hearts.
offers these biosecurity steps exhibitors can take to protect their show animals and those that were
left at home once the event has ended.

» Keep animals that left home separate from animals that did not for a minimum of 14 days. If at all possible, do not allow nose-to-nose
contact and provide as much distance between animals.
« Disinfect all buckets, feeders, tools and footwear that left home.
» Throw away any feed or hay that left home.
» Always wear clean clothes and footwear. Boot coverings may be helpful when caring for isolated animals.
* Take care of animals that stayed home from the show first, and animals that were at the show second. Do not go back and forth
between animals as this increases the risk of cross-contamination.
* Do not eat or drink in the barn.
» Observe animals daily for signs and symptoms of illness, such as:
*  Obvious pain or discomfort
» Decrease in appetite and water intake
* Fever
» Lethargy
» Diarrhea or changes in consistency in manure
» Discharge from nasal cavity or eyes
* Overall weakness

Care of animals after traveling is just as critical as their pre-show care. Exhibited animals were exposed
to new animal populations and fair-goers, and will typically experience a lot of stress during their time
away from home. By practicing these biosecurity steps, you can help keep all of your animals safe and
healthy.

MICHIGAN STATE | Fyvtansion
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STATE NEWS AND EVENTS

National 4-H Congress

National 4-H Congress is a five-day event that engages high school aged 4-H members in leadership, citizenship, global awareness,
and inclusion. Youth will hear from nationally renowned speakers, which in the past have included a wide range of individuals,
including Holocaust survivors, social entrepreneurs, Miss America, and civil rights leaders. Additionally, participants take part in
breakout sessions on a wide range of topics, including communications, leadership, and STEM. Participants not only can partidpate in
state-of-the-art educational workshops and hear from world-renowned speakers, but they also can network with other 4-H members
from across the United States.

Beyond the conference, National Congress delegates attend educational tours, including the Georgia History Center, Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. National Historic Park, Georgia Aquarium, and Coca-Cola Headquarters. Youth carry out community service projects
throughout the Atlanta area which has included in the past programs in parks, community schools, and other community organizations.
* When: November 27, 2026 — December 1, 2026.

* Where: Atlanta, GA

* Who: Youth aged 14-19

« Cost: Cost is approximately $1800.00 - $2000.00 with adjustments based on airfare.

County Scholarship: The Berrien County 4-H Youth Development program offers Berrien County 4-H'ers to receive a county level
scholarship to apply towards registration fee approximately $1650.00 - $1850.00 making the registration cost after scholarship

application of $150.00. Scholarships are limited and filled based on an application process.

Registration: Application for the trip has been extended is due with a $50.00 deposit to the Berrien County MSU Extension Office.
Checks can be made payable to MSU.

Application for trip can be found online at: https://www.canr.msu.edu/berrien/berrien_county_4_h/scholarships-awards/scholarships or
can be requested by contacting the Berrien County MSU Extension Office at 269-927-5674.

To learn more, visit the National 4-H Congress website at: https://national4-hcongress.com/

Re-enroll for the 2026-2027 program year!

How to Register with 4-H:
Returning Family

1. Visit mi.4Honline.com.

2. Log in to your account.”

3. Click “Enroll Now" for the
returning member(s).

4. Update information.

5. Continue until you click
the final SUBMIT button.

6.Add members if needed.

Welcome to September and the new 4-H program year! Beginning Thursday,
September 3, you may login to your family’s 4-H Online (mi.4honline.com/) account
and enroll your 4-H members for the 2026-2027 program year. All returning
families should utilize the same email address to access their account as they have
in the past.

If you do not remember your login email, do not create a new account, simply
contact your county staff member (www.canr.msu.edu/outreach/county/) for
assistance. Thanks for being a part of the 4-H community!

*If you need assistance accessing
your account, contact your local 4-H
staff; do not create a new account.

MICHIGAN STATE
UNIVERSITY

‘ Extension
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STATE NEWS AND EVENTS

Starting the new 4-H
year with a focus on
being Beyond Ready

4
IRy

A new 4-H year is the perfect
time for volunteers and youth to
set the tone for growth,
learning and readiness.
Beginning the year with
intentional activities helps
young people build confidence,
explore their interests, and
understand how their 4-H
experiences prepare them for
life beyond the club.

Early goal setting, reflection
and hands-on project work
encourage youth to practice
important skills such as
communication, decision
making and responsibility.
Volunteers play a key role by
helping youth make
connections between what they
do in 4-H and the skills they will
need in future school, work and
community settings.

By starting strong and
reinforcing these ideas all year
long, clubs can help ensure
youth are truly Beyond Ready
for whatever comes next.

#BeyondReady

September 9: Welcome Back MSU 4-H Alumni Reception
Michigan 4-H Children’s Gardens, East Lansing

If you are a current or former 4-H'er attending MSU this fall, stop by the Michigan 4-H Children's
Gardens from 5:30 - 7:00 p.m. for networking and free dinner! Plan to stay after for the first

meeting of the fall semester for MSU Collegiate 4-H!
www.canr.msu.edu/events/msu-welcome-week-4-h-alumni-reception

September 20: Saginaw 4-H Fall Festival

Schomaker Farms, Saginaw

Join the Saginaw 4-H Fall Festival for a fun-filled afternoon at Schomaker Farms! Bring your
family and friends for an afternoon of fun, learning, and community. The public is welcome!
www.canr.msu.edu/events/saginaw-4-h-fall-festival

September 23: Adulting 101 — Are You Ready?

Online

Get ready for anything! This workshop will teach youth how to stay calm, make a plan and handle
emergencies with confidence and safety.

www.canr.msu.edu/events/adulting-101-2026

October 2: Michigan 4-H Foundation Annual Membership Meeting

University Club of MSU, Lansing

4-H donors and staff with 4-H responsibilities are encouraged to attend and vote on all items at
the meeting. Register by September 18.
www.canr.msu.edu/events/michigan-4-h-foundation-annual-membership-meeting

October 3: Michigan 4-H Legacy Awards Celebration

University Club of MSU, Lansing

Join us to celebrate and recognize Michigan’s outstanding 4-H youth, alumni, volunteers,
partners and staff. Register by September 18.
www.canr.msu.edu/events/michigan-4-h-legacy-celebration

October 4-10: National 4-H Week

For more than 100 years, 4-H has inspired families, shaped careers, and impacted communities.
Celebrate the impact of 4-H during National 4-H Week! Learn more and find ideas of how to
celebrate in your community online.

https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/national-4-h-week

October 5: Go Green for 4-H!

On Monday of National 4-H Week, Go GREEN and show your 4-H spirit! Wear a green hat,
clothing, face paint— anything green goes. Let's paint the nation GREEN in support of 4-H!
www.canr.msu.edu/events/national-4-h-week
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Berrien County MSU Extension
1737 Hillandale Road
Benton Harbor, Ml 49022

4-H Spotlight

> Berrien County 4-H Youth Development

Facebook - “Berrien County 4-H Youth Development”
Instagram - @realberriencounty4-H 4_“ ).

GROWS HERE
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